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Every new beginning comes from

God Bless Our Troops some other beginning's end.
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Isa 61:10-62:3; Psalm 148; Gal 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40
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From Your New Minister

As | sit here at my desk, a fresh sprinkling of snow has covered my back yard. No longer can |
see the leaves that didn’t quite get raked up at the end of fall. No longer can | see the holes my
daughter’s dog dug in my newly planted hostas. No longer can | see where | started but didn’t finish
painting the picket fence. It all looks gloriously pristine. The scene appears to be a welcoming white
carpet just waiting for any of God’s creatures to make fresh footprints upon it.

New Year’s is like that. We are all given the wonderful anticipation of a fresh new start. The
ending lines of a poem by Joyce Rupp come to mind:

A new year is moving in

Just as surely as the winter
Walks along in snowflakes.

My God is moving in again

And just like winter snow
Breathes my life full of freshness.

As we all turn the calendar page to a new year, it's good to sit and reflect on what it means to
get a fresh start - and what it doesn’t mean. It doesn’t mean forgetting the past, but putting it in per-
spective by getting a little distance from it. The time that is past is now history. All the pressing con-
cerns, beautiful surprises, painful moments, and joyful celebrations become part of the layers of our
lives living now in our memories.

But our ever-creating God gives us the promise of hope and transformation by continually offer-
ing us fresh starts to build on all those memories!

The past year for me has held many changes — | graduated from seminary in May, said good-
bye to a church-full of friends in June, returned to Ohio, walked my daughter down the aisle for her
wedding in August, spent the fall finding a wonderful new church, and in December was launched
from my home church in a beautiful ordination service. And all these memaories will move with me to
Killingworth, but they will become past history very quickly as | learn through listening, observing, and
getting to know new folks, which will be the main focus for me of my first few months among you.

The past year for the Congregational Church in Killingworth, UCC has also been full of changes
— the Kerygma each month overflows with mention of the events of the year that each of you experi-
enced in some part, the Pastoral Search Committee worked faithfully to present a new candidate to
minister among you, in November we covenanted to walk together the path of ministry, and this
month you have the bittersweet task of celebrating the wonderful ministry of Rev. Suzanne Personette
while having to say good-bye to her.

One of the ways that churches can look to their future is a process called Appreciative Inquiry.
It starts with the premise of not focusing on problems, but of identifying, supporting and expanding
what is going well. The first step is simply listening, talking, sharing and discovering all the good things
that are happening.

So it is with great joy that | receive the snow blanketing my yard. |1 am looking forward to dis-
covering all that you appreciate about the Congregational Church in Killingworth, UCC. And with a
deep respect for the layers of history covered with anticipation of a fresh start, | will stand before you
in the pulpit on January 18 full of curiosity to see where God will lead us and where our footprints will
take us together.
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PILGRIM PASTOR

I’d like to take this last opportunity to thank you for allowing me to be your In-
terim Minister. It was an honor and a privilege to walk with you on this piece of the
church’sjourney. | am so grateful for the many ways in which my ministry was both
requested and accepted. Please know that | thoroughly enjoyed my time with you, and
will carry fond thoughts of you all.

| hold fast to an interim ministry policy (and should be a settled ministry policy,
aswell), that once | leave a church, | make no contact with the church and its members
and friends, and ask that they discontinue contact with me. | do ask that you please re-
move me from your e-mail, phone, and regular mail lists.

My job was to prepare the way, to the best of my ability, with the help of God, for
the coming settled pastor and the congregation to establish and enjoy good relation-
ship.

| know some in the church don’t understand this practice and they disagree
with it, but my experience in the area of leavetaking has taught me that exercising this
boundary is the best way, the cleanest way. The minister on site, who is leaving, leaves
and moves on, and another minister comes and deserves the best possible opportunity to
be the pastor on whom the church relies. Even forwarding a funny e-mail to me contin-
ues to keep me as a presence, however distant, in your life.

The interim was for a“time”, a season. | said from the beginning that we
would be passing through one another’s lives. That’s why I’ ve stressed that we say to
one another what needs to be said, so we can say goodbye in worship on January 4.

As one ship sails, look, another one arrives!

God's peace and blessing to you all. You have everything you need!

Light Shines!
}X.:;@,m'{; __H:ﬁ:‘}_.__g?r‘ Jf‘?if
¥ st

=
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Thé Rev. Suzanne L. Personette

Interim Minister

The Infant and Toddler Room is open and staffed. Please
consider helping out one Sunday per month.

If you would like more information, please contact Tina
Moore or a member of the Christian Education Committee.
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Sunday School Corner

The Christmas season ends with the three wise men bringing gold, frankincense (an aromatic
resin used in perfume) and myrrh (dried sap of the Commiphora myrrha tree) to baby Jesus. These
items were precious and considered fit for a king. We are all blessed with many gifts and talents.
We try to make the Sunday School children aware of the fact that they too are blessed with many
gifts and talents. Especially when we do some of our mission projects. A big thanks to all the many
talented children who sang during the season of Advent. They probably were not aware of how much
pleasure many of the adults experienced watching these young folk perform.

We were recently sent a thank you note from Church World Service thanking us for the school kits
we put together in September. CWS was able to send to the Dominican Republic 22,635 Hygiene
Kits, 9,750 School Kits, 1,500 Baby Kits and 2,500 Blankets. We would like to continue our mission
work by collecting items in the month of February in order to put together hygiene Kits.

The first Sunday in January we will have a multiage program finishing off "The Jesse Tree" work-
shop rotation. Our new workshop rotation entitled "Mary of Bethany Anoints Jesus" will begin the sec-
ond Sunday in January. Through a science workshop, a game workshop and a music workshop, the
children will learn several things. They will hear how Mary of Bethany anointed Jesus to show her
love for him; they'll learn about foot washing, anointing and burial preparation among the Jewish peo-
ple in Jesus' day and they will consider ways they can care for others. Pre-K, Kindergarten, seventh
and eighth graders will continue using the "Gather Round" curriculum.

Hopefully you enjoyed the CE Advent Brunch and the children's singing during December. Mark
your calendar for the CE pancake supper on Fat Tuesday, February 24th. We will have a Mardi Gras
theme and your child will be able to decorate a mask to take home. One last chance to have some
fun before the season of Lent begins.

Sincerely,
Tina Moore - Sunday School Superintendent
(860) 345 - 8828

mooreavonpl@hotmail.com

HKHS HONOR STUDENT

— “APPY BIRTHD4 »

, ® _ Ninth grade - Elizabeth Brundage (Honors),
. 1/8 lindsay Nord Erin Fredericksen (Honors), Andrew Sodergren
(Honors), Megan Tischbein (High Honors)
28 Eirese QUL I Eleventh grade - Ashley Griswold (Honors),
Katrina Manzi (Honors), Sarah Tischbein

1/26 Ashley Cook (Honors), Jessica Moore (High Honors)
D C _ Twelfth grade - Joshua Reynolds (Honors) and
b g 1/31 Brian Saunders Shelby Van Huysen (Honors)
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Desiderata

-- written by Max Ehrmann in the 1920s --
Not "Found in Old S. Paul's Church"as thought --

Go placidly amid the noise and the haste,
and remember what peace there may be in silence.
Asfar as possible, without surrender,
be on good terms with all persons.
Speak your truth quietly and clearly;
and listen to others,
even to the dull and the ignorant;
they too have their story.

Avoid loud and aggressive persons,
they are vexatious to the spirit.

If you compare yourself with others,
you may become vain or bitter,

for always there will be greater and lesser persons than yourself.

Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans.
Keep interested in your own career, however humble;
it isareal possession in the changing fortunes of time.

Exercise caution in your business affairs,
for the world is full of trickery.

But let this not blind you to what virtue there is;

many persons strive for high ideals,
and everywhere life is full of heroism.
Be yourself. Especially do not feign affection.
Neither be cynical about love,

for in the face of all aridity and disenchantment,

it is as perennial as the grass.

Take kindly the counsel of the years,
gracefully surrendering the things of youth.
Nurture strength of spirit to shield you in sudden misfortune.
But do not distress yourself with dark imaginings.
Many fears are born of fatigue and loneliness.
Beyond a wholesome discipline,
be gentle with yourself.

Y ou are a child of the universe
no less than the trees and the stars;
you have aright to be here.

And whether or not it is clear to you,
no doubt the universe is unfolding as it should.
Therefore be at peace with God,
whatever you conceive Him to be.

And whatever your labors and aspirations,
in the noisy confusion of life,
keep peace in your soul.

With all its sham, drudgery, and broken dreams,
it is still a beautiful world.

Be cheerful. Strive to be happy.
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Know God, Know Glory

God is the soft, gentle whisper in the
back of our ear

Of words, wisdom and truth

So comforting, so dear

He feels like butterflies in your belly
When a breakthrough is near

He’s not doubt, he’s not fear

He’s that magnificent idea that didn’t
come from self

He’s the love and kindness of strangers
when there’s no one else

He’s the possible of the impossible
When man couldn’t make the way
He’s the sunrise of a turbulent nightfall
He’s the victory of a brand new day
He’s the up-lifter when the world con-
demns you

He’s your friend when you’re cast aside
He’s the lover that will never leave you
When others tend to run and hide

His holy spirit explains it like a child
When the world makes him seem so
complex

He guides his word in spirit and truth
When the blind takes it out of context
God is the only one who knows the fu-
ture

Man only think they know what hap-
pens next

Man can never take away your crown
If people don’t accept you, talk about
and reject you

God will always be around

Composed by the lady in New Haven
who makes feather earrings.
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United Church News

The United Church of Christ website is www.ucc.org.
Check it out! You can also subscribe to the United

Should old acquaintance be forgot,
and never brought to mind ?
Should old acquaintance be forgot,

r Auld Lang Syne IP e

and old times since ? Church News on the website, or phone 888-732-3826.
It’s afree bi-monthly publication, but they do ask for a
CHORUS: contribution. Thisisagood way to know more about
'f:é’rr aaljflfr:‘él ;37:: my dear, our denomination. 'Y ou will also be sent the Connecti-
we'll take a cup of kindness yet, cut conference news, which is called ConnTact. Our
for auld lang syne. Connecticut Conference website is www.ctucc.org;

h -233-5564.
And surely you’ll buy your pint cup ! phone 860-233-5564

And surely I'll buy mine !
And we'll take a cup o’ kindness yet,

for auld lang syne. KERYGMA — to cry or proclaim as a
herald, preaching good news to the
CHORUS poor, the blind, the captive: Jesus
began his public ministry in the
We two have run about the slopes, synagogue of his hometown, Naz-
gz‘gveg\'jg%vt;fdi?ge;;;‘; a;weary oot areth in Galilee. He was handed the
since auld lang syne. scroll of the prophet Isaiah and
read: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
CHORUS has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He
has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and
We two have paddled in the stream, recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go

from morning sun till dinet ;
But seas between us broad have roared
since auld lang syne.

free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Jesus
rolled up the scroll and sat down. With all eyes in the
synagogue upon him he said, “Today this scripture
CHORUS has been fulfilled in your hearing” - (Luke 4:16-21).

And there’s a hand my trusty friend !
And give us a hand o’ thine !

And we’ll take a right good-will draught,
for auld lang syne.

Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, 9 - 3

Thursday 10 - 2
Friday 9 - 12

CHORUS

—

"Auld Lang Syne" is a Scottish poem written by Robert Burnsin 1788 and set to the tune of atraditional
folk song (Roud # 6294). It is well-known in many English-speaking countries, and it is often sung to cele-
brate the start of the new year at the stroke of midnight on New Y ear's Day.

The song's (Scots) title may be translated into English literally as "old long since", or more idiomatically,
"long long ago"!™ or "days gone by". The phrase "Auld Lang Syne" is also used in similar poems by
Robert Ayton (1570-1638), Allan Ramsay (1686-1757) and James Watson (1711) as well as older folk
songs predating Burns.!? In his retelling of fairy tales in the Scots language, Matthew Fitt uses the phrase
“In the days of auld lang syne” as the equivalent of “Once upon atime.” In Scots syne is pronounced like
the English word sign — IPA: [sain] — not [zain] as many people pronounce it. The last line of the chorus
is frequently mis-sung by crowds and untrained groups as "for the sake of Auld Lang Syne". Thisis partly
because the words themselves are not understood, but also because it has become common practice. It is
rarely, if ever, incorrectly performed by trained choirs.

Source: Wikipedia.org
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CONMMIT T TEE NEWS

Middle School Youth Group:

On Sunday January 4" from 4-5:30 p.m. we will kick off the New Year with a
meeting at The First Congregational Church of Haddam. All youth in grades 5-8
are welcomed to attend and bring a friend. Then on Sunday January 18" from 12
-3 p.m., we will be going bowling at the Old Saybrook Lanes. Please call Kris
Foley at 663- 3536 with any questions.

2009 Flower Calendar
The Calendar is up in the Parish Hall. Please sign up early as special dates
often go quickly.

Rev. Suzanne’s Last Sermon
Sunday, January 4, 2009, Suzanne will b preaching her last sermon before leaving us.

Everyone is invited to attend and to bid her farewell on that day. A reception in the parish
hall will follow the church service. We thank God for all the gifts she has brought us.

Congratulations to Cheryl Fine, the new Middlesex Association Vice-Moderator!

Your Association in Action!

The Middlesex Association, United Church of Christ, Connecticut Conference is our local
church association. The fall meeting was held in November and | attended on behalf of our
church body. We shared a dinner provided by the Deep River Congregational Church fol-
lowed by a short worship service. Then our conference minister, Rev. Michael Penn-Strah,
spoke on the “Characteristics of Vital and Growing Congregations”. Listening to the follow up
discussion among the representatives and clergy from the other twenty-one churches in our
association was both heartening and depressing, confident and fearful. It is helpful to know
other churches face the same kinds of problems we face here in Killingworth, but the mutual
desire to get our churches moving ahead with new ways to serve our congregations and
grow them was energizing. Rev. Penn-Strah outlined different areas we all need to address
in our communities to keep our church vital and growing. He suggested two books as study
guides for conversations among ourselves to assist us in meeting these challenges head-on.
The association and Rev. Penn-Strah can certainly help facilitate the discussions and, as a
united church body, we can keep our church vibrant and of service in today’s world. Our con-
gregation is not alone — we can use the experiences of other churches and journey together
to being an essential, alive and strong family. Let’s build on our strengths and let our excite-
ment attract others to join our faith path!

In Christian love, Cheryl Fine

©
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Stewardship 2009 — A Matching Challenge

Thanks to a very generous offer from some members of our Congregation, we have now a
fantastic opportunity to finish our Stewardship Campaign for 2009 on a strong note.

These members have offered to match any additional pledges and increase of pledges for
2009 with a donation of the same value up to a maximum of $10,000 in 2008. Consequently,
any additional dollar pledged is now worth two dollars.

For your information, after last Sunday we have received 51 pledges to a total value of just
over $80,000. This corresponds to an average annual pledge of almost $1,300 or close to $25
per week. There is still some way to go but we took a big step in the right direction.

| trust that we all accept the challenge above in order for us to reach a more balanced
budget for the coming year. Let’'s keep in mind the importance of an investment in the Church in
these challenging financial times. More people than ever needs support and somewhere to
turn.

- Clas Thelin For the Stewardship Committee.

Recycling in our Church

Many of you have nentioned how wonderful it is that the
church has gone green. A big thanks to Alyson for all
her “Green” efforts. And a huge pat on the back to all
of us who keeps this project going. Every snmall thing
we do adds up to nake a big difference.

Church Hi story Books

Tom Lentz’ s book, Hi story of the Congregational Church in Killing-
worth is available. Along with a detailed history of Killingworth,
there are many pictures fromthe archives as well as many photos from
not so long ago. This book is a wonderful tribute to the past and
present .

Books nmay be purchased during coffee hour on Sunday, fromthe church
secretary during regular office hours, Banknorth, or the Town office
bui | di ng. Books can be ordered and sent first class nail. Call the
church at 663-1789 or Janet Johnson 663- 1456.

@

The new sign-up sheet for CHURCH WILL
Coffee Hour is hanging in NOT BE
':)he I;ellowship Hall. Don't CANCELED
e shy..... everyone appre-
ciates your generosity EXCEPT FOR
(and the goodies as well!) A STATE OF
EMERGENCY

Thanks for taking a turn!
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; HappyBirihdayto You! 3
3 nally olrtniay o oW s
g Jan. 1 Judy Tewksbury Jan. 16 Jessica Davis g
@ Jan. 2 Suzanne Anziano Jan. 18 Sarah Bates @
@ Jan. 4 Katherine Ringland Eleanor Kimball @
@ Debbie Fredericksen Jan. 19 Janet Johnson @
@ Jan. 5 Lorraine Oelschlager Janine Stoner @
] Susan Nordmann Jan. 20 Mark Perrotta ]
@ Jan. 8 Christopher Cornell Jan. 21 Delores Tyner @
IS Jonathan Rich Jan. 24 Eric Sodergren ]
@ Jan. 10 Daniel Gauthier Jan. 26 Barbara Benjamin @
@ Jan. 11 Susan Nash David Montgomery @
@ Jan. 12 Susan Dufel Jan. 30 Joe Van Huysen @
g Jan. 14 Diane Flynn Jan. 31 Darrel Davis g
g There is still no cure for the common birthday. ~John Glenn g

S

F99999999999999999999999999999999

The Missions Committee would like to thank everyone who recycled their
past year’'s Christmas Cards. Thanks to you, the Missions Committee had
pretty tags that were used on fair items and stockings.

Our youth will hold soup pots at church doors on Souper Bowl
of Caring Sunday, February 1, 2009. They will join young
people in churches across the country to collect money for
those who are hungry and hurting. In 2008, over 14,000

& groups participated in the Souper Bowl of Caring generating
over $10 million. All of the money collected is donated to a charity selected by the par-
ticipant. None of the money is sent to the Souper Bowl of Caring headquarters. Organ-
izers only ask that each participant report their collection so national totals can be de-
termined and announced. Since the Souper Bowl of Caring began in 1990, more than
$50 million has gone to help people in need. Please support the youth of our church in
this effort to “love our neighbors” by dropping your dollar in the soup pot on February 1.
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Church Executive Council: Rick Albrecht, Dave Montgomery, Rich Nelson, Bruce Bowman, Dawn Tis-
chbein, Annette Cook, Jim Puska, Geoff Cook/Glenn Johnson, Clas Thelin, Lorraine Oeschlager, Debbie
Fredericksen, Pastoral Relations Chair (tbd), Elizabeth Bowman, Randy Puska, Charlie Smith, Judy Lentz,
Cheryl Fine, CynthiaVogt, Nominating Chair (tbd), Joan Reed-Wilson, Jim Skelly, Rev. Martha Bays
Moderator: Rick Albrecht

Vice-M oderator: Dave Montgomery

Clerk: Annette Cook

Treasurer: Rich Nelson

Associate Treasurer: Vacancy

Financial Secretary: Bruce Bowman

Assistant Financial Secretary: Dawn Tischbein

Diaconate: Chair, Jim Puska; Marilyn Campbell, Ann Pavlou, Denise Acker, Ben

Mochan, Anita Vallee, Jan Jette, Christina Forristall Enid Sherman (Emeritus), Vacancy

Trustees. Co-Chairs, Geoff Cook and Glenn Johnson; Jim Skelly, David Gross, Ally

Glass, Bruce Campbell, Bill Burley, Lou Degjardins, Vacancy

Missions Committee: Chair, Lorraine Oeschlager; Marlene Turnbull, Joan Lewis, Helen Coulter, Rosemary
Vidoli, Vacancy

Christian Education Committee: Janet Johnson; Karen Gagliardi, Walt Tischbein, Jennifer Figurelli, Debbie
Fredrickson

Church Council Members-at-L arge: Cheryl Fine, Cynthia Vogt

By-laws Committee: Joan Reed-Wilson, Robert Sherman, Bruce Bowman

Music Committee: Chair, Elizabeth Bowman; Sandy Smith, Faith McKenzie,

Cheryl Fine, Bob Drew

Wor ship Committee: Chair, Rev. Martha; Carolyn Engle, Denise Acker, Judy Lentz,

Eleanor Sanderson, Charlie Smith, Elizabeth Bowman

Stewardship Committee: Chair, Clas Thelin; Chuck Langevin, Charlie Smith

M ember ship Growth Committee: Charlie Smith, Ben Mochan, Vacancies

Pastoral Relations Committee: Denise Acker, Ally Glass, Krissy Abbasi , Lorraine

Oelschlager; Members-at-Large: Carol Ann Nash, Delores Tyner, Tommie Peterson

Personnel: Chair, Joan Reed-Wilson; Bob Sherman, JoAnn Bennett

Auditor: Jim Benjamin

Investment Committee: Jim Skelly, Richard Gruber, Vacancy

Board of Ushers: Charlie Smith, Dave Montgomery, Angela Thelin, Erin Ford, AnitaValle, Gerry Kukta, Matt
Link

Memorials Committee: Randy Puska, Vacancy

Flower Committee: Judy Lentz, Dawn Tischbein, Annette Cook

Memorial Garden Committee: Glenn Johnson, Grady Slocombe, Cheryl Fine, Bruce Campbell, Rev. Martha
Card Ministry: Gayle Skelly

Historian: Thomas Lentz

Wednesday Eves. President, Eleanor Sanderson, and a very large group of women!

Nominating Committee: Cheryl Fine, Joann Wright, Chris M oore — please see/call if you’d like to servel

Women'’s Fellowship meets every Tuesday evening to visit, talk, share, and laugh. It provides a great opportu-
nity to develop new friendships and enjoy the company of other women. This isthe only church group that ex-

ists just for the pleasure of being together! Please see/call Cheryl Fine if you're interested in coming and she'll

let you know in whose home the group will next meet.
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The Congregational Church In Killingworth

January 2009

LANTARY 14
N

Thu Sat

1 New 2 3
Year’'s Day 5:00 pm CE
Office Closed 7:30 AA
*7:30 AA *7:00 NA
4 10.00wor- | 5 6 7 8 *8:30amYoga | 9 10
shipwithHoly | 1.30g. Group *10:00 Yoga *9:30 N/A 3:00 Worship 9amCCD
Communion *7:00 BSouts *6:15 Yoga 3:30 UGC *7:00 NA 7:30 AA
Rev. uzZ s Last 7:30 WF 7:00 Deacons 7:00 Choir
Sunday 7:00 Tai Chi .
9 am Choir *7:30 AA *7:30 AA
11 12 13 14 <9:30nva |15 16 17 9:.00ccp
9 amchoir *10:00 Yoga *6:15 Yoga 10:00 Saff 7:30 AA
6:30 Trustees 7:00 Tai Chi *8:30 am Y
*7:.00BScouts | *7:30 AA ~s0am Yoga
7:30 WF *7:00 NA
*7:30 AA
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9 am Choir *10:00 Yoga :21 ig \'\;/A :31 gg nga 9:00 CCD
*7:00 BScouts .15 Yoga : : :
FPZev. I\il]fartha AV 700 Tai Chi *7:00 NA 7:30 AA
reaching 7:00 Council
*7:30 AA
25 26 27~ 10am Yoga 28 29 30 31
9 am Choir *7:00 Bcouts | *9:30N/A *g:30amYoga | *7:00NA 9:00 CCD
. *6:15 Yoga
7:30 WF oga 7:30AA
7:00 Tai Chi *7:30 AA :
*7:30 AA ’
JANUARY is
National Blood Donor Month
National Braille Literacy Month -
National Hobby Month
* | ) Hot Tea Month
= Meets in Old Town Hall WF = Women'’s Fellowship National Oatmeal Month
UGC = United Girls Choir (Call 663-1789 for meeting place) Nationdl Soup Morth
Our New Settled Pastor Begins Month!
FEBRUARY KERYGMA DEADLINE  Friday, January 20, 2008
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