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Christmas Eve Worship 
December 24 at 7:30 p.m. 
Don’t forget to invite family, 
friends and neighbors to our 
Christmas Eve Service of Lessons 

and Carols.  Rediscover the awe of Christmas through the reading 
of scripture, the voices of our wonderful choir and the congregation 

singing the traditional carols.  We will end the service with the lighting of candles as we sing 
Silent Night. Come, all ye faithful! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday, December 5, 2010,  Second Sunday of Advent 
Communion Sunday 
CE Brunch/Missions Fair 
The Reverend Martha Bays, preaching 
 Isaiah 11:1-10; Matthew 3:1-12 
  
Sunday, December 12, 2010, Third Sunday of Advent 
Poinsettia Sunday 
The Reverend Martha Bays, preaching 
 Psalm 146:5-10; Matthew 11:2-11 
   
Sunday, December 19, 2010, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Baptism/Christmas Pageant 
The Reverend Martha Bays, preaching 
 Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Friday, December 24, 2010, Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Lessons and Carols—7:30 PM 
 
Sunday, December 26, 2010, First Sunday after Christmas 
The Reverend Martha Bays, preaching 
 Psalm 148; Matthew 2:13-23 
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From the Minister 

            Happy New Year! 
 
 No, you didn’t miss December.  It’s not the beginning of a calendar year; it’s the beginning of our 
church year.  The church year begins with the first Sunday in Advent going through its own cycle of Ad-
vent, Christmas, Epiphany, Ordinary Time, Lent, Easter, Pentecost and more Ordinary Time. 
 
 Each church season has its own color, found in our church on the pulpit hangings and the minister’s 
stoles.  The color for Advent is usually purple, which represents the royal title of Prince of Peace that we 
give to Jesus.  Some churches use blue, which is the color of waiting. 
 
 Advent is a time of new beginnings and a time of waiting.  The scriptures tell us that this should be 
an “active” waiting.  While we are waiting we should be preparing - not just the details of the celebration of 
Christmas, but preparing our hearts and our lives.  We should be preparing ourselves by looking at our lives 
to see where we can move them closer to the path that Jesus has set out for us all. 
 
 The Advent wreath that we light every Sunday gives us four benchmarks to help re-focus our lives: 
hope, peace, joy and love.  When we focus on hope, we are not so mired in negativity that we can’t see the 
miracle that is about to happen and all the little miracles that happen every day. When we focus on peace, 

we can take time in the middle of the holiday rush for quiet conversations with loved ones, 
for making amends with anyone whom we have harmed or offended, and for time of soli-
tude to reflect on the course of our life.  When we focus on joy, we can find those things that 
are meaningful that bring quiet smiles to our faces.  When we focus on love, we can 
strengthen our relationships with family and friends while reaching out to those we have 
never met, but who may be in need. This is how we should begin our new year in the season 
of Advent. 

 
 Unfortunately this month will also bring an ending as we will be saying good-bye to Tina Moore as 
our paid Sunday School Superintendent.  Last summer Tina indicated a desire to move to a full time job. 
The CE Committee, the Trustees and the Church Council then made the difficult decision that for financial 
reasons we would not have the Sunday School Superintendent as a paid position beginning in 2011.  Our 
very able CE Committee will pick up the tasks, but we will very much miss having Tina’s competent and 
cheerful leadership of our Sunday School.  We are very thankful for all that she has done for our children 
and we are blessed to have her continue as a member of our church. 
 
 Advent is a time of new beginnings and a time of active preparation.  We have a full range of activi-
ties planned at church this month that include the mission fair, advent brunch, Christmas pageant, labyrinth 
walk, and much more all leading up to our beautiful candlelight service of lessons and carols on Christmas 
Eve. Come and prepare for the birth of our Lord. 
 
 May your advent be full of hope, peace, joy and love. May you have a blessed new year! 
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Sunday School Corner 

The Infant and Toddler Room will  be staffed 
and available to parents during worship.  The 
speaker in the room can be turned on to fill 
the room with beautiful music and God's 
message. If you would like more informa-
tion, please contact Tina Moore or a member 
of the Christian Education Committee.   

Perhaps you would like to write Albusson a letter 
from home.  There are certain guidelines that must be 
followed.  Please ask Tina Moore or Deb Frederick-
sen for a copy of how to contact our sponsored child. 
Thank you, Jen Figurelli, for putting the 
information together for us. 

12/1     Kameron Abbasi 
12/6     Leo Wolf 
12/10   Emma Forster 
12/17   Christopher Garrelts 
12/18   Marin Stancuna 
12/22   Nicholas Stegman 
12/31   Lena Rimmer 
 

 
      We're almost to the midway point of our Sunday School year.  The first through sixth graders have 
just finished a workshop rotation titled "Abraham and Sarah."  Through art, science, video and storytelling 
workshops they learned about the ancestry of Jesus.  Perhaps this got them thinking about their own ances-
try.  Heading into December these same grades will be doing a workshop rotation called "Good News". 
  "She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus." (Matt. 1:21)  Your children will be reading or 
hearing these words when they participate in the "Good News" workshop rotations.  They will also learn that 
ordinary people were chosen by God to play a role in Jesus' coming.  They will explore ways in which we 
can share the good news today.  Pre-K, Kindergartners, seventh and eighth graders will continue their studies 
based on the Gather Round curriculum. 
      I encourage you to share some fellowship and good food at the Advent Brunch on Sunday, December 
5th right after church in the Parish Hall. There's no cost to you to join in the fun and everyone is welcome. 
      On a final note, this will be the last time I'm writing to you as the Sunday School Superintendent.  For 
budget reasons, the position of Sunday School Superintendent as a paid position will not exist for next 
year.  The members of the Christian Education Committee (Chairperson Deb Fredericksen, Karen Gagliardi, 
Dee Esposito, Andrea O'Boyle, Janet Johnson and Jen Figurelli) will have the task of running the Sunday 
School program. 
  It's been a blessing to have worked with the children of the church. 
  
  
                                                                                                         Sincerely, 
                                                                                                                 Tina Moore 
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Dear Parents, 
 
Think about Christmas traditions.  What memories do you cherish from when you were a child?   Do 
you carry them on with your children? For our family, one of our daughters’ favorite traditions was 
participating in the annual Christmas pageant.  They can tell you what roles they played, who repre-
sented Baby Jesus over the years and they know why we celebrate Christmas.  It was an important 
piece of our family’s Christmas observance. 
 
Our congregation will be holding this year’s Christmas pageant during the worship service on Sunday,  
December 19, 2010.  We would love to include all the children, from toddlers to teens, to enact the 
roles of the various manager figures as well as to serve as readers and ushers.  It is a simple service 
with no lines to learn or other responsibilities during this busy season.  The rehearsal will last only an 
hour on Saturday, December 18th beginning at 10:30.  Costumes will be provided.  After worship on 
Sunday we will celebrate with a birthday cake for Jesus. 
 
Think about what you are creating as family traditions.  It is a hectic time of the year.  Is there any 
better gift you can give your child than memories of a simple, honest foundation with Christ as the 
centerpiece of the Christmas season?  God gave us an innocent baby to bring salvation to a world that, 
even those many centuries ago, was experiencing the hustle and bustle of a census count in a town 
overflowing with people.  The simplicity and splendor of the gift of a redeeming savior was one that 
changed the world.   Let the gift of a Christ-centered Christmas season become one of your family’s 
treasured traditions. 
 
In His service, 
Elizabeth Bowman 
860-663-1668 or bowman99@rsd17.org 

The UCC Christmas Fund (formerly Veterans of the Cross) 
On Sunday, December 19 we will receive the offering that is collected each year for those across our country 
who have retired from church jobs without adequate pensions.  The mission of the UCC Christmas Fund is to 
provide assistance dollars in situations of critical need, while preserving the dignity of those who receive the 
aid.  In 2009 the UCC Christmas Fund raised $1,504,420 providing assistance to nearly 1,600 retired pastors, 
church secretaries, custodians and Christian educators.  For over 108 years, this offering has met a critical 
need of those who served our churches so well. 

Nominating Committee  
The Nominating Committee has begun the process of preparing a slate of nominees for our church leadership 
to be voted on at the February annual meeting.  If you would like to suggest a name (maybe even your own) 
for any of the church leadership positions, please just leave a note in the Nominating Committee mail box in 
the Parish Hall.  You do NOT need to contact your suggestion – the Nominating Committee at this point just 
wants ideas and they will approach folks to determine their availability or interest.  If you have any questions 
or ideas, please contact one of the members of the Nominating Committee: 
Randy Puska, Dee Esposito and Paulie Lally.  Thank you. 

Christmas Pageant December 19 during Worship 
Rehearsal Saturday, December 18 at 10:30 a.m. 
A message to our church parents 
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Music Notes 

COME SING WITH US! 
Choir rehearsals  are held on Thursdays at 7:30 pm and Sundays at 9:00 am.  All are invited.   

Middle School Youth Group:   Grades 5-8 
 

On Sunday December 12th from 4-5:30 p.m. we will be having our Christmas Party in Killing-
worth. Please bring a wrapped gift, $5.00 total worth, with an edible theme for our Yankee Swap. 

Play Group at Church 
Every Tuesday Morning from 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

 We are off to a great start for this new program for children ages 4 and under along 
with their parents, grandparents or caregivers. Play Group will be a weekly time each Tues-
day when the littlest members of our community can come to play with each other while 
Moms, Dads, Grandparents or Caregivers can enjoy a chance to connect with others who are 

at this stage of child-raising.  The Parish Hall will be baby-proofed and full of toys welcoming any in our com-
munity who would like to come play.  Play Group will be unstructured and folks can come and go as their chil-
dren’s schedules allow. This program is offered to our entire community so spread the word and come play 
with us! Thank you to Christine Link and JoAnn Bennett for getting this group up and running! 

Advent Brunch 
 
Sunday, December 5th, following Sunday's service.  The CE Committee invites all to 
enjoy the Advent Brunch.  If you would like to bring a dish, there will be a sign up 
sheet in the parish hall.  Please contact Tina Moore or Deb Fredericksen for more in-
formation. 

Open Labyrinth Walk 
Tuesday, December 21, 5-8 p.m. 
Our beautiful Old Town Hall will be aglow with candles surrounding a canvas 
labyrinth. Whether you are an experienced labyrinth walker or have never set foot 
on a labyrinth, come to feel the peace and comfort of this form of walking prayer.  
Especially during this rushed and chaotic holiday season, we all need to take a 
moment to simply be in God’s presence.  The entire community will be invited, 
so bring family and friends.  Come anytime between 5 p.m. and 8 p.m. to dis-
cover the peace and stillness of Christmas. 
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Hymnal Advisory Committee Update 
 
The Hymnal Advisory Committee, which was approved last spring by the Deacons, the Worship Committee 
and the Church Council, has begun to get to work.  As you hopefully know by now, we are in the process of 
looking at several of the wonderful new hymnals that will offer us both our old favorites and some of the 
good new hymns that are out there.  Our choices of hymns each Sunday will continue just as they have been 
in the past - mostly traditional with a new one occasionally added. 
 
Several people have asked about the cost.  None of the cost of the new hymnals will come from the budget. 
We have a couple of people who have already indicated a willingness to help defray the bulk of the cost, but 
we will definitely allow folks to purchase hymnals in memory of or in honor of loved ones, which is always a 
nice memorial. 
 
The members of the committee are: Maryann McCary (our choir director and organist), 
Barbara Benjamin (past organist), Judy Lentz, Christina Woytowich, Christine Link, 
and Rev. Martha Bays. We are in the process of gathering data on what our neighboring 
churches use, what new hymns are out there, which hymns we have used in the past and 
what hymns our congregation likes the best. 
 
This actually is the fun part.  Fill out our “Hymn Favorites Form” below and return it to 
the office.  Let’s see what are our top ten favorite hymns!  

FiKillingworth Congregational Church 
Killingworth, CT 

 
Hymn Favorites Form 

First Line of Hymn 
Pilgrim Hymnal # 
Or  

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

First Line of Hymn 
Pilgrim Hymnal # 
Or other source 
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Eddy House Dinner: December 28 
We will again be bringing and serving a hot meal to the Eddy House 
Homeless Shelter in Middletown.  Come to our kitchen at 3 p.m. to join 
in the cooking fun, or meet at church at 5 p.m. to go up to Eddy House 
to enjoy the sharing of hospitality as we eat with the guests there. 

Christmas Fair 
Missions Committee 
 
     Our church is having a Christmas Fair on Saturday, December 4th from 9 a.m.—3 p.m. in the Parish 
Hall.  The fair is a fundraiser for our churches’ missions projects.  There will be a silent auction, gift 
baskets, as well as fresh and artificial wreaths.  Winterberry Christmas Tree Farm has donated a tree 
that you can pick out and cut yourself.  The highest bidder gets the tree.   
     Our fair will have many wonderful items for gift giving and decorating your home.  Coffee, refresh-
ments, soup and rolls will be available.  We have a bake sale and need the congregation to bake as 
much as they can or make a donation.  You can drop off your baked goods Friday the 3rd until 7:00 pm 
or early Saturday the 4th before 9:00 am.   

Come and share the holiday spirit! 
 

Christmas Fair 
MISSIONS NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
Please consider helping with Baked goods for our Bake Sale.  Please let Rosemary 
Vidoli know what you are able to bake.  We can use your help the week of and the 
day of the fair,  December 4th. 

December’s Mission of the Month:  
Mission’s Christmas Fair 

and 
Hartford Boys & Girls Clubs  

 
Friday December 10, 2010 1pm -7pm  
Senior High students are invited to help with this project to provide children from Hartford with the oppor-
tunity to pick out three gifts to give their families at Christmas.  Help is needed in collection, setting up, 
gift distribution, and wrapping gifts.  For more information contact Karen Gagliardi at 663-3866 
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Caregivers Support Group 
An on-going and free of charge support group for caregivers is held each Wednesday 
from 12-1 p.m. This group is held here at church in the CE Office and is facilitated by 
Cynthia L. Sarris-Vogt, LCSW.  Call the church office or Cindy directly for more 
information and to register. Space is limited so call now. 

 

The Green Ministry 
(Christians Caring for Creation) 
By Marilyn Carlson Campbell 

 
     Over the past months, our church has been converting from conventional cleaning products to earth-
friendly cleaning products. 
     Most conventional cleaners contain dangerous ingredients which include volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs), formaldehyde, harsh acids, hormone disrupters linked to cancer, reproductive toxicity, and eye, 
skin and respiratory irritation.  Some examples of ingredients to be avoided are ammonia, chlorinated 
bleach and synthetic fragrances.  Green cleaners, on the other hand, are nontoxic, biodegradable, free of 
synthetic fragrances, and not tested on animals. 
     Alyson and some others have purchased a variety of green cleaners with brand names such as:  
Ecover, Citrosolve, Seventh Generation, Sun and Earth, EO, Mrs. Meyers, and BioKleen. 
     These preferred products may be found at supermarkets, hardware stores, and health food stores.  
Any donations of these green products would be very much appreciated. 

Environmentally Friendly Products 
When you are purchasing products for our church activities, please purchase environmentally 
friendly products.  Avoid plastic and styrofoam.  Be kind to our Earth. – The Deacons 

Blessing of the Deck—December 12 

For all those who have never been to a deck blessing, here is your chance!  After church on December 12, 
an official deck blessing and ribbon cutting will be held to celebrate our new deck and stairs off the back of 
the Parish Hall.  The Men's Group has done an amazing job on this project (including to help fund it) and 
we will celebrate their accomplishment on December 12! 

CONGRATULATIONS to the Sunday School Children for raising $425.00, enough 
money to purchase one camel. 
Because of the extreme drought in Tanzania, Heifer camels are taking the place of cows 
by providing sweet nutritious milk, transportation, and income to communities.  This 
income has enabled families to pay school fees for their children.  The camels have 
lightened the women's workload considerably by carrying water and firewood.    
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Dec. 12 Debra Tyler 
Dec. 13 Cynthia Vogt 
Dec. 17 Anne Nord 
  Cynthia Nelson 
Dec. 19 Ashley Griswold 
Dec. 20 Kenneth Rivenburgh 
Dec. 23 Mary Garrelts 
Dec. 27 Rebekka Blaha 

Lions Club Food Drives 
The Killingworth Lions Club will hold their annual Christmas Food Drive on December 4 and 
11 at the town compactor site from 8am to 12noon.  Free –will donations of food, food gift 
cards, and cash will be greatly appreciated.  All items collected will be turned over to Helping 
Hands of Killingworth.  Please remember your neighbors in need during the holidays. 

Give the Gift of Life! Donate life-saving blood, Monday, 
Dec.20th here at our church!  1:00pm till 6:00pm 
This is the season when we receive God’s gift to us – the birth of our Messiah. 
Jesus taught us to love one another and help one another. We can do that by tak-
ing time to donate blood.  
The blood supply is critically low. Donating a pint of blood helps save multiple 
lives and is the easiest way for us to reach out and help someone in need. 

Dec. 2  Opal Wilkinson 
  Lisa Uihlein 
  Laura Paolella 
Dec. 4  Jack Sizer 
Dec. 5  Richard Albrecht 
Dec. 8  William Burley 
Dec. 11 Sandy Smith 

A birthday is just the first day of another 365-day journey around the sun.  Enjoy the trip.  ~Author Unknown  

CHURCH MEN’S GROUP  
If you have a few hours once a month, why not join us for fellowship and male bond-
ing while performing minor maintenance to our four church buildings.  
Give me a call for more information.  -Charlie Smith, 663-1583 
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“For where your treasure is, there your heart will also be” 
 

We are off to a very promising start of our Stewardship Campaign for 2011. As per November 28, we have 
received 70 pledges to a total value of  $86,978. Of these, 61 are returning pledges and nine are new. The re-
turning pledges are in total $4,866 or 6.4% higher than last year and the new ones represent a total additional 
amount of $6,592. The average weekly pledge for the coming year is at this stage $23.60 which is 10% higher 
than  for 2010. 
 
On the behalf of the Stewardship Committee, I would like to extend my thanks to all of you below, who have 
already pledged. It’s a great help for us in our planning for the coming year and your support is certainly an 
important base for us to build on: 

Tony and Diane Aeschliman  Geraldine and Walter Kukta 
Richard Albrecht   Pauline Lally 
Matthew Albrecht   Chuck Langevin 
James and Mary Jennifer Amato  Thomas and Judith Lentz 
Martha Bays    Elizabeth Blair 
Joann Bennett    Neal and Joan Lewis 
Lauren Blaha    Arnold Moore Jr. 
Bruce and Elizabeth Bowman  David and Alice Montgomery 
Laurel and Patrick Brandon  Karen and Richard Montross 
Robert and Florence Broach  Carol Ann Nash  
Robert and Evelyn Burley  Ginger Nash-Lahy 
Bruce and Marilyn Campbell  Susan Nash 
Alan and Virginia Chapman  Richard Nelson    
Robert and Elizabeth Civitello  Don and Andrea O’Boyle 
Geoff and Annette Cook   Ann and Ken Pavlou 
Nanci Coleman    Jim and Randy Puska 
Elaine L Coomes   Dennis and Cynthia Rich 
Christa Des Jardines   Eleanor Sanderson 
Louis and Irene Des Jardines  William and Marion Sanso 
Robert Drew    Robert and Enid Sherman 
Ron and Cheryl Fine   Katherine Sims 
Debra Fredricksen   James and Gayle Skelly 
Evelyn Gill    Charles and Sandra Smith 
Diane and Gary Gladstone  Alison Somerville 
Raymond and Lillian Griswold  Colin and Marcella Stegman 
David Gross    Dorothy Swan   
Richard and Grace Gruber  Angela and Clas Thelin   
Brian Hansen    Dawn and Walt Tischbein 
Bernard Harrison   Gordon and Marlene Turnbull 
Patti and John Hutchinson  Dolores M Tyner 
Janet Jette    Anita Vallee 
Glen and Janet Johnson   Rosemary Vidoli 
Catherine Kovi    Robert Y Wassell   
Carole and Don Koziy   Opal Wilkinson 
Wednesday Eves   Christina Woytowich 

Thank You 
Clas Thelin for the Stewardship Committee 
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KERYGMA 
DECEMBER 2010   

The Congregational Church in Killingworth, UCC 
273 Route 81 
Killingworth, CT 06419 
Address Service Requested 
 
 
                           * * * STAFF * * * 
 
Minister                                        The Rev. Martha Bays 
In-Care                                                            Allyson Glass 
Organist/Choir Director                              Maryann McCary 
Sunday School Superintendent                Tina Moore 
Church Secretary                                        Maureen Alfiero 
Sexton                                                  Alyson Somerville 
 
Church Office Hours:  
Tues, & Wed, 9-3 
Thurs 9-1,  Fri. 9-12  
860/663-1789   860/663-2942 
Website: www.killingworthchurch.org 
 
E-mail addresses: 
kwcongchurch@yahoo.com 
 

KERYGMA ESTABLISHED 1966 
Deadline for the next issue is no later than Dec. 15, 2010. 

If you do not wish to continue receiving the Kerygma, please email 
or call the office.  Thank you. 
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Saturday,  
December 4th  

 9 a.m.—3 p.m 
 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 
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